Thomas P. Griffen
35 Knapps Highway
Fairfield CT 09825
Insurance and Real Estate Committee Public Hearing
February 18, 2016

General Assembly Raised Bill #35:
“AN ACT REQUIRING HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE PURCHASE OF ASSISTANCE DOGS.”

Good Afternoon Members of the insurance and Real Estate Committee and a special acknowledgement

to Brenda Kupchick who lives in my town of Fairfield and serves on this committee,

My name is Thomas P, Griffen (Tom) and | live at 35 Knapps Highway Fairfield and have been a resident
of Connecticut since 1985. | am here today with my wife Dorothy Griffen (Dotty), along with Dale Picard
who is Co-Founder and Executive Director of Educated Canines for Assisting Disabilities, Inc. (ECAD).

Dale brought along a Service Dog to today’s public hearing. (ATTACHMENT 1}

We are here to advocate for the passage of the Act requiring Health insurance Coverage for the training
and purchase of Assistance Dogs. These Service Animals are trained by rigorous standards
{ATTACHMENT 2) that help individuals with disabilities maintain a level of independence, and a quality

of life that fosters self-worth and dignity.

| have prepared a packet of information for today’s public hearing and it is submitted for the public

testimony record.

Many disabilities are often hidden and at face-value, many people would not view me as being disabled.
| have Type 1 Diabetes and Multiple Sclerosis. | was granted disability retirement from my place of
employment and have been awarded Soclal Security Disability. My Endocrinologist and Neurologist

encouraged me to apply for a Service Animal due to the disabling progression of my co-morbidities sand
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| was recently approved by £CAD for a Service Dog. (ATTACHMENT 3 SCRIP AND ATTACHMENT 4 ECAD

APPROVAL NOTIFICATION)

A Service Animal costs up to $25,000 which can be a significant deterrent to many disabled people who
could benefit from the trained services of a Service Animal. In many cases, the Service Dog is purchased
through personal savings and fundraising efforts. When | receive my Service Animat from ECAD, it will be

trained to assist me with tasks and functions that are impaired by my medical conditions and have

impacted several major life activities. (ATTACHMENT 5]

I would like to give you a glimpse of how my disabilities impact me by examples:

1. One night while | was sleeping, | was awakened by EMT, Fire, and Police. Prior to my being awakened,
my blood glucose alarm on my insulin pump sounded which ! did not hear. My wife attempted to wake
me up but | was unresponsive. My wife called 911 who came and administered glucagon injection in
order to quickly raise my blood glucose level which had become dangerously low. | was taken by
ambulance to the Emergency Room where | remained for 12 hours while my diabetic condition was
stabilized. Talk about a frightening experience. | learned that | was close to slipping into a diabetic coma
and that if | hadn’t received medical treatment and if no one was around to get medical assistance, !
might not be here to teli my story at today’s public hearing. This incident, which included the
Ambulance, Emergency Department Services, and other related expenses, cost $45,000 which was pald

for by my Employer-Provided Medical insurance plan.

2. 1 have drop foot on my right ieg which can cause me to drag my foot and trip or fall. My Neurologist

prescribed a Walk-Aide device which stimuiates a nerve damaged by MS caused by brain lesions. This
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device, considered to be Durabie Medical Equipment, was denied by my empioyer-sponsored Medical

Insurance Plan as it was not the least expensive treatment option. The Walk-Aide costs 58,000 and a
simple metal brace that could be wrapped around my leg connecting my knee and ankle would cost
about several hundred dollars. My endocrinologist was adamant that | was not to wear a metal brace
on my leg as It had the potential of causing skin abrasions that might not be felt due to my severe
peripheral neuropathy. As a resuit, any abrasion could result in skin infections which could result in
amputation. As a result, we submitted an internal appeal and an external appeal to the Department of
tnsurance who overturned the denial and approved the Walk-Aide as an appropriate and necessary
medical treatment. My employer-provided medicai insurance plan was required to cover this expense of

the Walk-Aide as Durable Medical Equipment.

3.1am an Eagle Scout and | love to camp, In fact, my wife and | have a seasonal camping trailer where
we spend much of the summer. The problem is that | also like to camp in the Spring and Fall. As my wife
is a high school teacher, she is unable to go camping with me on schooi days, My wife is fearful that If
something were to happen while | was camping by myself, there would be no one around to provide
assistance to me if | were to fall or become unresponsive due to my diabetes and | needed medical or

emergency assistance.
When ! tell these storles and review the tasks that my trained Service Animal will perform, it is obvious

that a Service Animal provides a major role in helping me manage my disabillities, preserve my quality of

life, and at a cost to my medical insurance provider if | had no assistance.
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Service Animals are protected and afforded rights by Federal Law under the American with Disabilities
Act. (ATTACHMENT 6} The Internal Revenue Service aliows for the Service Animal expenses associated

with the acquisition, training, and maintenance as Qualified Medical Expenses that can be included on

schedule A of the Federal Tax Return 1040, (ATTACHMENT 7)

Under the law, service animals are considered durable medical equipment or property. When | review

the Durable Medical Equipment provisions in my employer-sponsored medical plan policy

{ATTACHMENT 8], it is obvious to me that a Service Animal meets the criteria and is medically necessary

and is eligible for coverage under my policy. This Is the purpose and intent of this proposed bili #35.

And in the case that this bill is not sent out of committee and it is not enacted as Connecticut State Law,
| have included my Fundraising Letter Campaign {ATTACHMENT 9) nd respectfully ask you to consider

making a pledge towards my Service Animal fundraising goal.

Thank you.
Respectfully Submitted,

Thomas P. Griffen
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History

East Coast Assistance Dogs was founded by Lu and Dale Plcard.

Prior to founding ECAD, Lu helped several blisiness
organizations in their startup efforts and gained experience in
husiness and administration. When her father suffered a stroke,
she saw how much he hated being dependent on her. She
taught their family pet to help him rise from a chair and retrieve
some items, and noticed that her dad actually became more
active and less depressed than when all his help came from a
human. Lu saw first hand how Service Dogs could change
people's lives, and in 1995 quit her fuli-time job to start ECAD,
One year later, her husband Dale also gave up his own business
to work full time for ECAD. Dale was seif-employed for many
vears and developed skills and talents that he put to good use in
heiping Lu establish £CAD. He purchased land in Connecticut,
constructed kennels and offices, and redesigned the house in
which Lu, Dale, and their two daughters lived,

Since then ECAD has received a nonprofit status and has grown
to have training facilities in Connecticut and New York, and
have placed Assistance Dogs in over a dozen states.

. y . .
ECAG S MISSION v nroviding highty sialied Secvice Dogs o increase mobidity and

mdenendence Tor pecpie Bving with disabiires manifests isell in a variety of programs and servizes

Fach ane designed (o meet the nesds of a speaific population Yeterans. al-risk youth, persons Bving wih

i

cdwabiities o i stressiul crcumslances and ¢

dren as young as two with Auiism
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Assistance Dogs !

Dotting stanedords for e

Service Dogs - Training Standards

These are intended to be minimum standards for all assistance dog programs thal are members or provisional

members with ADE Al programs are encouraged to work at levels above the minimums

1. The service dog must respond 1o commands (hasic obedignce and skillad tasks) from the client §0% of the time on
the first ask in all public and home environments

2. The service dog should demonstrate basic abedience skills by respoending to voice andior hang signals for sifting
staying in place, ying down, walking in a contraited position near the chent and coming lo the client when called

3 The service dog must meel all of the standards as laid out in the minimurm standards for Assistance Dogs in Pulilic
and should be equally well behaved w1 the home.

4 The service dog must be irained to perform at feast 2 tasks (o mitmate the client's disability

5. The cltent must be provided with enough instruction o be abie to meel the AD! Minimum Standards for Assistance
UDogs m Pubkc Tne client must e able to demonstrate:

s That ther dug can perform at least 3 tasks

¢ Knoviedge of acceptable training technigues

s Anunderstanding of canine care and health

¢ The ability 1o mamtain training, problem solve. and continue 10 train/add new skilis (as required’ with ther
service dog

»  Knowledge of local access laws and approprale public behavior,

& The assistance dog program must document monthly follow ups with clients for the first 6 months following
placemen Personal contact will be done by quabfied staff or program velunteer within 17 months of graduation
and annualiy thereaflar.

7. ldenthcation of the service dog wilt be accomplished with the (aminated 1D card with a photo(s] and names of the
dog and partner. in public the dog must wear a cape, harness, backpack or other similar piece of equinment or
clothing with a foge that is clear and easy {0 read and identifiable as assistance dogs

8 The program staff must demonsirate knowiedge of the client's disabilites in refation to the services they provide

The program shall make available (o staff and volunteers educational material on different cisabilities

o

The cirent must abide by the ADI Miniroum Standards of Assistance Dog Pariners

10 Prior o placement every service dog must meet the ADI Standards snd Ethics Regarding Dogs, be
spayedineutered and have current vaccination certficates as deternwned by thair velennarian and applicable iaws
Itis the pragram’s responsitabiy to inform the client of any speciat heaith or maintenance care requirernemts for

each dog



Prescription — Service Animal :
August 28, LOIS '

To Whom Il't May Concern:

S Al T
PriMed pPhysicians

Amember of
V¢ NORTHEAST MEDICAL GrOur
Yae New Hayen Henot

i
Thomas P, Griffen DOB 08/12/1958 s a patient under my care. Mr, Griffen Is disabled, as his condition
firits one dr more major Jife activities, I have prescribed an assistance service animal to aid Mr. Griffen In
living with Bis disablity. This animal provides Mr: Griffen with needed support and assistance that

improves h’s quality of life,

If you have further questions, please feel free to call me at my office number,

Sincerely, I

\Ls L
J(@A osa, MD, FA.CE.
tenseift: 26870 :
Specialties | j

Endocriq'ology, Diabetes & Metabolism
Endocrinology & Metabollsm

Board Certifications
Diabetes, Metabolism & Endocrinology
Intemnal ;Medfcine
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1/14/2016
Dear Thomas Griffen,

After spending time with you at your interview, we are pleased to inform you that we can educate a
Service Dog for you and that you are on our list to receive a Service Dog. In order for us to hold your
place and accept you as a candidate for Team Training. we require that you send us a $500.00 non-
refundable commitment fee. We must receive your fee in the next 3¢ days.

As we discussed during the interview, the financial expense for ECAD of placing a Service Dog,
including providing follow-up care, and educating both the dog and the clientis $25,000.00. ECAD is
constantly iooking for ways to reduce the financial burden on our clients. Historicaily, we have been
able to secure sponsorships and grants, but such financial support is sporadic and unpredictable. We
cannot rely upon it long term. Therefore, now that you have been welcomed into the ECAD family as a
prospective client, we ask that you devote your time and resources during your 18 to 24 month wailing
period to raising at least $9.500.00 to offset ECAD's expense for your training and housing during Team
Training and the follow-up care for the life of your Team. We hope that you will continue to fundraise
even beyond the $9,500.00 threshold in order to contribute more so others can have the independence
you will soon have. ECAD can suggest and guide you in various fundraising efforts and we encourage
you to be creative in generating your own ideas. We do expect our clients to be commitied lo our cause
and strive to create an ECAD family comprised of members who support each other both financially and
amoticnally.

Please remember that in order for you to be scheduted for Team Training, two conditions must be

met: we must have secured your $10,000.00 and we must have identified and educated the right dog
for you. Both fundraising and the dog’s education can take time, and sometimes circumstances beyond
our controt (Hurricane Sandy, for exampie) can delay our progress. Ve ask for your patience even as
you begin to prepare yourself for a major change in your fife. Resl assured that your wait will be well
worth it!

Finally, please keep us informed of any hospitalizations you have during the wailing period. Team
Training can be physically and emotionally draining. Therefore, you must be out of the hospital for at
least 60 days in order to altend. This stipulation is in the best interest of both you and your new Service
Dog. '

Please send the commitment fee in the next 30 days. Once we receive it, we will contact you with an
estimate of when you might be abte to attend Team Training.

Best regards,

Client Care Supporl
ECAD

Client Care Support
(914) 693-0600 ext. 1950
{(914) 231-9333 (fax)
chentsuppot@eaadl og
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Service Animal: Functions, Duties, & Tasks Thomas P. Griffen

My Service Animal will assist with major life activities including:

» Assist with balance and counterbalance when walking and
standing..

* Provide stability and serve as a prace following a fall and/or from
a kneeling and prone positions.

s QOpen refrigerator and cabinet and fetch or retrieve items
including blood glucose meter equipment, prescription and
durable medical equipment bag, insulin bottle and reservoir, basic
food items (crackers, peanut butter, juice cans and bottles, etc.

e Alert, seek, and secure assistance from others (“Lassie”), barking,
and/or 9-1-1 Telecommunication Devices.

» Respond to alarms and commands (voice and sound) i.e. blood
glucose meter and sensor, clocks, fire, smoke, carbon dioxide,
burglar and intruder, and Walk-Aide.

e Arouse owner if unresponsive (barking, licking, pulling, etc.)
and/or secure assistance if owner remains unresponsive.



flre Department of Jutlice publishad revised finef raguletions implementing
the Americans with Olsabilities & $ADA) for fitla 1| State and local
government sesvicas) and 1ifte |l ipoblic accommodalions and commerciat
facilities) on September 15, 2030, in the Federal Register. These

requiremients, ot rules, clarify and resine issuey that have uriven over the
pust 20 yews and comain new, and vpdated, caguirements, incuding e
2010 Stundurds for Accessible Dosign (2010 Stendords),

This publication provides guldancs o the tern "sarvica oalmal” and the
service animal provislons In the Depariment’s new regulutions.

* Regliming o0 March 15, 2011, only doys are recognized as service
animals ynder tiles H and lif of the ADA.

* Aservice animal is & dog thot 1y individually tralned to do werk or
perform susks for a person with o ditabifity,

© Generally, sile I and title 1l entitiey must permit service anlmals to
accompany people with disabtifies s all aren; where mambaers of the
pubilic are aliowed te go.

Servlee animals ars definad 3 dogs thar are individually troined 1o <o
wark or perform tasks foc peopte wilh disalilites, Examples of such work
or tosks includa gulding people who are bilnd, alerting peopls whe ore
deof, pulling a whealchair, oferting ond protecting o pedon who is huving
G sehrure, reminding o person with mental Hinessy 10 toke presceibed
medicattons, colming ¢ person with Post Troumatic Steass Disorder 915D}
during an anxiety oltack, or perlorming aiher duties, Service onfmals are
working enimals, not pets. The work or task ¢ dog hiis been brained 1o
pravide must be direcily reloted to the persen's disobility. Dogs whose sole
function is 1o provide comfor) o7 emotiona! support do not qualidy a3
service aniinals unde: the ADA,

Thls definltion daes not alled o linit vie Lnoader dedinition of "aswsiziance
animal” under the Fair Housing Act or the broader definition of “ervice
onimal” under the Air Corrder Access Act

Some State ond Iocal laws olso define service antmal more broodiy than
the ADA does. ifarmation abaut such taws can e obluined from the State
atternay general’s office.

LTt fv:%i} ek
essed, lsashed, or fethered,
unless these devices inlerfare with the service animol’s work or the
Individval's disability prevents wing there devicas. in that ¢ose, the
nadlvidial must maintain control of the anlmal throsgh voice, signal, or
other effedive contruls.

Under the ADA, Stare and local governments, bustnesses, ond nonprofit
arganizations that serve the pybilc generolly mus aliew service animals 1o
acompany people with disabilities in oll areas of the iadiity whers the
rublic is normally ollowed o yo. For example, in o bowpitel it would be
inapproptiale to extlyde o service onimat from arews yuch os poatlent
1ouns, ¢hinics, caleterias, or examination rooms. However, if may he
appropricta te excluda « service animo? from operatiag rooms or boen
unite whire the animaly presence may compromite o derile enviconment.

inqulties are alloned. $1alf may osk two questions: {11 i fhe dog a service
entinal required bacause of o disability, and 12) whot work of task hos the
dog been ralned to petform, S1aff ¢cannat 6tk about the persen's
disability, roquire medica! documentation, require o special identificotion
card o7 fraining docuientalion for the dog, or ask thay the dog
demensirate its abilily to perform the vwork or tosk,

+ Atfergles ond fear of dogs are not valid reasens for denying access or
refusing service to people using service onimals, When o person who iy
allergic to dog) dander and v pessor who uiey i servize opimal mugy
spend fime in the same rcom o Tadlity, for exomple, in o school ¢lovircom
o1 ot o homaless shelter, they both skouks be aowonnwdated by ossigning
them, 1 posdile, 1o differeat locations within the reom or different rooms in
tha Focily

+ A person with o disgbility connol be asked 1o remove Bb service animal
Trom the promties wnless: {1 the dog i out of conrel ong the handler doe:
nat toke effective action to conkrot it or 18 the dog i rot hovsebiohen
Wehen there it o legitimote reason 1o ask that o service animal be
remgwed, stalf mysk offer The persor with the disabitity she epportunity 10
obtain guods or services ~thout the anlmal’s presence.

* Estoblishments thet sell or prepore lood must ollow servica gnimals in
public areas aven il state or local health ¢odes prohikis animals on the
premises.

+ People with disabiiilies wha use seryice anincals cannot ha isolated from
other patrons, wreated less favorably than other patreny, or charged faes
that are not churged 1o olker poirons wilhicut animals. In addition, if
tutiness requires o deposit or fes 1o be paid by patrons with pets, ir must
woive the chorge for service onimals.

< H & bugingss sweeh us o hotel sormally charges guests ler damage thet
ey coyse, ¢t tustemar with o disability may olse b2 charged for damage

causect by limsalf or his servlce animal

* Staft are not ragquired te provide case or foad for wservice onimol,

If you are interested in learning more about service dogs, go to SDWR.org or call (540) 543-2307.
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What's New

Health coverage tax credit (HCTC). The HCTC, which
expired at the end of 2013, has been reinstated retroac-
tive to January 1, 2014, See Health Coverage Tax Credit,
and Form 8885 and its Instruclions.

Standard mileage rate. The standard mileage rate al-
lowed for operaling expenses for a car when you use it for
medical reasons is 23 cents per mile. See Transporigtion
under What Medical Expenses Are Includible.

Reminders

Future developments. For the latest informalion about
developments related to Pub. 502, such as legislation
enacted after it was published, go to www.irs.govw/pub502.

Photographs of missing children. The Internal Reve-
nue Service is a proud partner with the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children. Photographs of missing
children selected by the Center may appear in this publi-
cation on pages that would otherwise be blank. You can



help bring these children home by looking at the photo-
graphs and calling 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678) if
you recognize a child.

Introduction

This publication explains the itemized deduction for medi-
cal and dental expenses that you claim on Schedule A
(Form 1040). It discusses what expenses, and whose ex-
penses, you can and can't include in figuring the deduc-
tion. It explains how to treat reimbursemants and how to
figure the deduction. It also tells you how to report the de-
duction on your tax return and what 1o do if you sell medi-
cal property or receive damages for a personal injury.

Medical expenses include dental expenses, and in this
publication the term "medical expenses” is often used to
refer to medical and dental expenses.

You can deduct on Schedule A (Form 1040) only the
part of your medical and dental expenses that is more
than 10% of your adjusted gross income (AGI). But if ei-
ther you or your spouse was horn before January 2, 1951,
you can deduct the amount of your medical and dental ex-
penses that is more than 7.5% of your AGI. If your medical
and dental expenses arent more than 10% of your AG!
{7.6% it either you or your spouss was born before Janu-
ary 2, 1951), you can't claim a deduction.

This publication also explains how to treat impair-
ment-related work expenses, health insurance premiums
if you are self-employed, and the health coverage tax
credit that is available to certain individuals.

Pub. 502 covers many common medical expenses but
not every possible medical expense. If you can't find the
expense you are looking for, refer to the definition of medi-
cal expenses under What Are Medical Expenses.

See How To Get Tax Help near the end of this publica-
tion for information about getling publications and forms.

Comments and suggestions. We welcome your com-
ments about this publication and your suggestions for fu-
ture editions.

You can send us comments from www.irs.gow
formspubs. Click on "More information” and then on "Give
us feedback.”

Or you can write to:

Internal Revenue Service

Tax Forms and Publications

1111 Constitution Ave, NW, IR-6526
Washington, DG 20224

We respond to many letters by telephone. Therefore, it
would be helpful if you would include your daytime phone
number, including the area code, in your correspondence.

Although we cannot respond individually to each com-
ment received, we do appreciate your feadback and will
congider your comments as we revise our tax products,

Page 2
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Ordering forms and publications. Visit www.irs.qov/
formspubs to download forms and publications. Other-
wise, you can go to www.irs,gov/orderforms to ordar cur-
rent and prior-year forms and instructions. Your order
shoultd arrive within 10 business days.

Tax questions. If you have a tax question not an-
swered by this publication, check IRS.gov and How To
Ge! Tax Help at the end of this publication.

Useful ltems
You may wani 1o see:

Publication

J 969 Health Savings Accounts and Other
Tax-Favored Health Plans

Forms (and Instructions)

id 1040 U.S, Individual Income Tax Return

id Schedule A (Form 1040) ltemized Deductions
- 8885 Health Coverage Tax Credit

{1 8962 Premium Tax Credit (PTC)

What Are Medical Expenses?

Medical expenses are the costs of diagnosis, cure, mitiga-
tion, treatment, or prevention of disease, and the costs for
trealmenis afiecting any part or funciion of ihe body.
These expenses include payments for legal medical serv-
ices rendered by physicians, surgeons, dentists, and
other medical practitioners. They include the costs of

.equipment, supplies, and diagnoslic devices needed for

these purposes,

Medical care expenses rust be primarlly to alleviate or
prevent a physical or mental detect or lliness. They don't
include expenses that are merely beneficial to general
health, such as vitamins or a vacation.

Medical expenses include the premiums you pay for in-
surance that covers the expenses of medical care, and
the amounls you pay for transportation to gst medical
care, Medical expenses also include amounts paid for
qualified long-term care services and limited amounts
paid for any qualified long-term care insurance contract.

What Expenses Can You
Include This Year?

You can include only the medical and dental expenses
you paid this year, regardless ol when the services were
provided. (But see Decedent under Whose Medical Ex-
penses Can You Include, for an exception.) If you pay
medical expenses by check, the day you mail or deliver
the check generally is the date of payment. If you use a
“pay-by-phone” or “online" account to pay your medical
expenses, the date reported on the statement of the

Publication 502 (2015)
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SCHEDULE A ; OMS No, 1645-0074
{Form 1040) Itemized Deductions 2015
Department of ths Treasu » Information about Schedule A and its separate Instructions is at www./rs.gov/schedules,

Y Attachment
Intemal Revenue Service (99} P Attach to Form 1040, Sequance No. 07

Name{s) shown on Forrn 1040

Your soclal security number

Caution: Do not include expenses reimbursed or pald by others, ,&:,J
Medical 1 Medical and dental expenses (see instructions) oL
and 2 Enter amount from Form 1040, line 38 | 2 | | [
Dental 3 Multiply line 2 by 10% (,10). But If either you or your spouse was b3
Expenses bom before January 2, 1951, multiply line 2 by 7.5% {075} instead | 3
4 Subtract fine 3 from line 1. ¥f line 3 is mora than line 1, enter -0-
Taxes You 5 State and local (check only one box):
Paid a [lIncome taxes, or } 5
b [ General sales taxes
6 Real estate taxes (see Instructions) 6
7 Personal property taxes . . T
8 Other taxes. List type and amount > ]
8
8 Add lines 5 through 8 . .
Interest 1¢ Home morigage interest and points reported to you on Form 1098
You Paid 11 Home morigage interest not reported to you on Form 1098, If paid
to the parsen from whom you bought the home, see instructions
Note; and show that person’s name, identifying no., and address »
Your mortgage
interest
deduction may
be limited (see 12 Points not reported to you on Form 1098, See instructions for
instructions), special rules . 12
13 Mortgage insurance premtums (sea instruotlons} . 13
14 Investment interest. Attach Form 4952 if required. {See lnslructions.) 14
16 Add lines 10 through 14 . .
Gifts to 16 Gifts by cash or check. If you made any gm of $250 or more, ig??
Charity see Instructions. 16
youmadea 17 Other than by cash or check lf any glft of $250 or more, see
gift and got a instructions, You must attach Form 8283 if over $500 17
benefitforit, 18 Carryover from prior year 18
see Instructions. 19 Add lines 16 through 18 .
Gasualty and
TheftLosses 20 Casuaily or theft loss{es). Attach Form 4684, (See instructions.) . . 20
Job Expenses 21 Unreimbursed employse expenses—job travel, union dues, e 'fFEj
and Gertain job education, sic, Attach Form 2106 or 2106-EZ if required, |3 i
Miscellansous (See instructions.) » 21 1
Deductions 22 Tax preparation fees . : 22 &
23 Other expenses~—investment, safe deposut box etc. Lust type m,;;‘; i
and amount » F% e
L
24 Addlines 21 through23 , . . . v Ll
25 Enter amount from Form 1040, line 38 |25| ] %@3
26 Multiply ine 25 by 2% (.02) . . )
27 Subtract line 26 from line 24, if line 26 is more than nna 24 enter -0- . 27
Other 28 Other—from list In instructions. List type and amount » gﬁ
Miscellansous 2
Deductlons 28
Total 29 Is Form 1040, line 38, over $154,9507
Itemized U No. Your deduction is not limited. Add the amaunts in the far right column
Deductions for lines 4 through 28, Also, enter this amount on Form 1040, line 40.
[1 Yes. Your deduction may be limited. See the itemized Deductions
Worksheet In the instructions to figure the amount 1o enter.
30

If you elect to itemize deductions even though they are less than your standard
- . >

deduction, check here

For Paperwork Reductlon Act Notice, see Form 1040 instructions.,

Gat, No, 17145C

Schedule A (Form 1040) 2046
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Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Publication 502

The Internal Revenue Service has determined that the initial and recurring expenses of Service Dogs are

eligible medical expenses and may be Included on Schedule A of Federal Tax Return,

Can | deduct medical expenses for my pets?
Usually, you can't deduct costs associated with pets as a medical expense. The only exception is if your

pet is a certifled service animai, iike a guide dog.

If you have a service animal, you can include these costs for the animal on Schedule A of the Federal Tax

Return 1040. Expenses include: Buying, Training, and Annual Maintaining the Service Animal.

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT Sttachy prot7” B F

My Employer-sponsored Medical Insurance Plan covers Durable Medical Equipment as follows:

OTHER MEDICAL SERVICES AND SUPPLIES
1. Durable Medical Equipment: The Flan covers Durable Medical Equipment, which is

{a) designed and Intended for repeated use;

(b} primarily and customarily used to serve a medical purpose;

(c) generally not useful to a person In the absence of dlsease or injury; and

{d) Is appropriate for use in the home.

Coverage is for standard equipment only, The Plan does not cover customization of any item of Durable Medical
Equipment or brace {including an orthotic used with a brace) unless the Plan specifically allows for coverage in
certain instances. All maintenance and repairs that result from a Participant's misuse are the Participant's

responsibility. The decision to rent or purchase such equipment will be made solely at the Carrier’s discretion.



Thomas P. Griffen A
35 Knapps Highway 7

Fairfietd, CT 06825 =g
203-610-9455 {Cell: Voice & Text)

tdgriffen1@shcglobal net

rebruary 17, 2016

Dear insurance and Real Estate Committee Members of Connecticut General Assembly:

Trained service dogs can make o world of difference for people iving with disabilities. Educated Canines Assisting with
Disabilities (ECAD} is une uf these organizations and which has approved my application for a Service Animal. Acquiring o

service animal that s specificolly trained to assist me with tasks that have been impaired by my Multipte Sclerosis,
Cardiovascular, and Diabetes Type 1 conditions will be wonderful, It wilt aflow me 1o be more independent, mare

productive, and simply experience ¢ better guality of life as | manage my diseases,

Unfortunately, frained service dogs are expensive. Service dogs cequire about 15 <18 months of intensive training, which
can cast up 575,000 to provide. Mast programs, ke FCAD, provide people with service dogs and rely on donations and
volunteers 1o help keep the cost to recipients, like me, down and people receiving servive dops usually have 1o pay part of

the cost themselves.

i have committed to raise $10,000 for ECAD. f om reqching out to you ond asking for your finonciol assistance in heiping me

reach my goot,

Make a pledge:

1. tise “Click and Pledge”, a secure web portat selected by ECAD. This link will give you information on my ECAD Campaign,
Who | am, My Story, and some other information such as Service Animat Regidations under ADA and some great internet
links. You can select 1o make an Electronic Pledge that will be directed to mwy Fundraising Goal by selecting the MAKE A
DONATION in the orange box.

ckandpredgge com/Grpanization/ecad I hungraler/ thomastriffen

hrips//ronnests

2. Donations may also be made by check or money order payable to ECAD. On the memo line of the check, put Thomas
Griffen so it can be directed towards my fundraising goal.

Please mall your donation Lo: ECAD
P.O. Box 251
Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522

Tax Receipt:
ECAD will issue TAX RECEIPTS if you provide ECAD with an email address or physical mailing address where the tax receipt
shoutd he sent.

I am most grateful and am very thankful for your gift in helping me reach my goal. When we go Camping in the Berkshire
Foothills at Lone Oak and knowing that | will have my Service Animal with me and by my side, | will have added protection
and a continued sense of independence and security as | face my disabilities and allow me to continue to enjoy what | love,

Thank you so much for your kindness, support, and generosity. .
Prowvichng cusion: tramoed

e Service Dogs that help refunt
e O gl richdiy & indepondence 1o

T U PN
Thomas P. Griffen LRI L VRS,

nrtpy/www ecadl org/
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Dayou] have or £an you raise funds to pay
for regtiiarveter inary care, as well a3 Iood
. accessaries, and training aids? If funds are.

 ‘tight, have you resedrched pmentml ﬁnanctal
. }'resources? (Help may be ava;lable ).

o ;ervlce_ dog and use the training te{hnlques

o W iearn? Can you be patientifatraining
'_I-rouune is not gomg well and ﬁgure aut ways to" :
tum it around? e

“Are you. wniimg to makea 1_0 "'ear, or more L
kc,c'ammnme t t_oa_doge. :




